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Art - Mrs. Andry 
 

Back-to-school and Autumn art are some of my favorites with first graders! To those new 
families to Rosa Parks, my name is Mrs. Andry and I love teaching your child art! 
 
Our main  focus has been elements of line and color.  Line is one of the basic elements of 
art that sets the foundation for art making. Teaching children about line is empowering to 
them because they learn how to start with simple lines and turn them into shapes then eventually into 
compositions.  First grade builds on the basic knowledge of line to follow directed line drawing instructions, 
draw contour lines, and create interesting patterns. 
 
I love that first grade students have unstoppable enthusiasm and are always willing to jump in and try new art 
activities and techniques. We are building on the skills that they worked on as kindergarteners in the art 
room. We continue to work on using scissors and glue properly, and being responsible with our art work and 
clean-up routine.    I love to have literacy rich art activities, so many of our lessons this quarter began with a 
fun read-a-loud that tied into our lesson.  Some of our projects this quarter included: pigeon paintings with 
tempera sticks, gumball machines,  Art-to-Remember giraffes, and pumpkins inspired by Yayoi Kusama. We 
are currently learning about abstract art and making watercolor designs inspired by Hundertwasser. I love 
them! 
 
I am looking forward to next quarter when we will continue to explore color and shape. Some things we could 
use in the art room are, XL storage ziplocs and fine point sharpie markers. If you would like to help with these 
items, please send them in with your child. Thanks so much for your support! Watching these students grow 
and explore is the best! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Library - Mrs. Hollinger 
 

We started the year learning the rules and expectations in the library, as well as reviewing 
how to take care of library books and how to checkout books.  One of the main culprits 
responsible for ruining library books is water bottles in the backpack.  As a 1st grader, your 
student is allowed to check out two books at a time, which is very exciting!  If they forget 
their books at home on their library day, they are unable to checkout, but are welcome to 
bring them back in the morning to return and get new books.  
 

This year students began using shelf markers, which help them mark their place on the shelf when they pull 
out a book to look at it.  We’ve also been discussing how important it is to keep the books in order on the 
shelves so that we can find a particular book easily.  
 
After the introductory lessons, we spent most of the grading period talking about “just right” books.  The 
5-finger rule is a great way to tell if a book is on a student’s level:  they read the first page of the book and 
hold up a finger for every word they don’t know.  If they get to 4 or 5 fingers, the book is likely too hard and 
they might be able to try it later in the year.  Since students can check out two books, I emphasize that at 
least one of their choices should be a book they can read on their own.  The other book can be read to them 
by someone at home.  The students have done a great job of really analyzing their choices and picking books 
that are just right for them! 
 
Please help stress the importance of reading everyday.  During this time, students should have free choice in 
what they read - take this opportunity to make it a family read-aloud time!  If you ever need book 
recommendations for your student or have any questions about the library, please feel free to contact me at 
katy.hollinger@fayette.kyschools.us 
 
Coming Soon! 
● Scholastic Book Fair November 4th - 8th!  Family Night will be Monday, November 4 from 4:00-7:00 PM  

with pizza for sale in the cafeteria and dancing in the gym!  
● Visit our Book Fair website to add money to your child’s eWallet account or sign up to 

volunteer!  https://www.scholastic.com/bf/rpe19 
 

Music - Mrs. Lawson 
 
My name is Mrs. Lawson and this is my 16th year teaching at Rosa Parks and my 27th year 
overall. I have enjoyed getting to know your children and discovering their musical talents.  
 
First grade students are learning about music elements including form, tempo, dynamics 
and style. Students identified various styles of music including  My Mama’s Calling Me 
(African American game song).   Students explored songs, games, and literature during our bear unit. Bernard 
B. (bouncing) Bear introduced students to The Bear Went Over the Mountain, Have You Seen My Teddy Bear 
(poem, song and instrumental ostinato), No Bears Out Tonight (song and game), Grizzly Bear (song and 
game), and Teddy Bears’ Picnic (story).   Music written for artistic expression was analyzed by students 
including Surprise Symphony (Hayden).  Songs were played and sung alone and with others using simple 
notation and a varied repertoire including Ev’rybody Says, Clap Your Hands, Space Worms and Willowbee. 

mailto:katy.hollinger@fayette.kyschools.us
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/rpe19


 

Physical Education - Mr. Noble 
 
In Physical Education class we use the Dynamic Physical Education Curriculum, which has a 
four part lesson format; Introduction, Fitness, Focus and Game. Check it out for yourself 
here: http://dynamicpeasap.com/. Each week a new four part lesson is covered that lines 
up with the SHAPE national standards. During this first quarter, we have focused on 
identifying basic rules for participating in simple games and activities needed to make 
games fair.  The students have been able to identify not only the rules for play but how to 

make play safe and enjoyable.   We have been working on locomotor movements such as walking, running, 
skipping, hopping, galloping, sliding, leaping and jumping.  We have also been learning about non-locomotor 
movements such as turning, twisting, bending, stretching, swinging, swaying and balancing.  To refine these 
skills we incorporated them into activities such as the parachute, group fitness, jump rope, scooter board 
activities, simple games and moving in general space.  Throwing and catching different size and weight 
equipment has also been a focus. When standing sideways to their target and throwing overhand we have 
used the cues: X, flex and throw across your body.  In addition, they have participated in yarn ball and bean 
bag challenges, as well as ball handling skills and dribbling with basketballs. 

  
Our focus on fitness: The second part of every lesson is always fitness. The components of fitness are being 
introduced, explained and demonstrated (muscular strength, flexibility and cardiovascular exercise).  

  
Most recently, we learned about the skeletal system. The focus was on how the skeletal system protects our 
organs, helps us move and supports our weight.  The students also learned how important calcium and 
exercise are to keeping their skeletal system healthy for their lifetime. Groups of four were able to compete 
to assemble their own large rubber bone skeleton. 
  
Skills to build on: Although we work on many different skills over a nine week period, there are some skills 
that you can help your son or daughter improve on at home.  Try practicing the following with them: 
overhand/underhand throwing a tennis ball, throwing a football (use a small nerf football), batting off a tee 
or from a pitch (use a wiffle ball bat and ball), dribble a basketball (use a 27” junior size), shoot a basketball 
(lower your basketball goal to the lowest setting approximately 7.5’ high) and jump rope skills (use a 6’-7’ 
long jump rope for individual or a 16’ jump rope for group).  Think about going on a nightly family walk or a 
bike ride together.  Families that exercise together, stay healthier together! 
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STEM Lab - Mr. Hollinger 
 
Our STEM Lab covers a range of areas including physical science, computer 
science, engineering, problem solving, and creativity.  We follow the NGSS 
(nextgenscience.org) and CSTA (csteachers.org/page/standards) standards. 
 
We began our year with a review of the force and motion concepts that we 
covered last year.  We reviewed the way things move using motion toys.  We 
then explored forces of collisions using different balls and long ramps.  We also explored simple machines 
using the Simple Machines app by TinyBop.  Finally, we end our review of forces with concepts of magnetism. 
 
We then moved on with our Fall STEM exploration centers.  These centers allow the kids to use materials and 
explore concepts that we cannot do as a whole class.  Beyond the many standards that are covered with 
these centers, the big picture idea is to foster creativity, problem solving, discovery learning, and teamwork 
amongst the students.  This fall the 1st graders were able to explore engineering through Legos, force and 
motion with marble run, magnetism and engineering with Tegu blocks, creative play using PlayDoh Touch 
Studio, logic and spatial reasoning with Kanoodle Jr., and creative musical coding with Osmo Coding Jam. 
 
Coming in the 2nd Quarter - Creative Coding Unit using ScratchJr. 

 

Technology - Mrs. Rukavina 
 
The first quarter in first grade is so exciting for students.  They get to learn how to log in 
to the computers with their very own username and password!  Each student is 
automatically assigned a username based on their initials and last name as listed in 
infinite campus.  We tried to create passwords that are easy for them to remember but 
any help learning how to spell their last names and remembering those passwords would 

be very helpful 😊  Once we are logged in, we begin working on SuccessMaker math.  We do one session and 
move on to keyboarding. This year we are using Typing.com and logging in through their Clever/Google 
accounts. They have done so well with all the new things we’ve done so far! Seeing students get excited 
about learning new skills using technology is what makes my job so much fun!  

 


